Dear Gary, 


E/28/69 


The enclosed is but part of the day’s production. I’ve also teken a 
little time off to take down e few of the trash trees, locusts, end even threw 
every blamed one where I wanted it! and with a 14- inch saw only. I feel the 
slight exertion, but that i.*: v/hat I fear I require. 1 have grow so constantly 
tired, so uncertain on my feet and of my balance. But I compelled myzself to 
stay in bed seven hours lest night and I ate a bit more than I would heve 
earlier today, and from now on, when th9 weather permits, part of each d 3 y I’ll 
get a little work in outside. I rather enjoy it anyway. 

Before I pick Lil up, I think I have time to respond tc your 2/26. 

\J 

About ince* he may have misunderstood, but I tell you I was explicit 
on my reasons for not being there, to him and to those who informally asked me 
by phone to return. Y 0 u htated it accurately. When v ince broached the subject 
with mp by phone the last tjjne we spoke, ± repeated it a ndxre minded him that he 
had made the arrangements. He did not even offer to phono. He sad merely he’d 
write them a letter. You see what has followed his writing a letter. Need I tell 
you that he is in a position to have guaranteed the deal he made, that he is 
in a peettion to have advanced the money I do not have? ^ou know it as well as 
I, and you know he is spending not less than that and doing much Iqss* I do not 
tnink even ^ince, little as he eats, can stay in H ew u rleans as I hs^e and in two 
weeks h?ve only four meals - and be treated to each, spending the restbf the time 
eating but a glass of powdered skim milk for breakfast and 3 19# hamburger for 
supoer, nothing else. I am reluctant to continue this unpleasant affair, but 1 
will not permit an inaccurate record to exist. Hot only did x phone ince before 
^ left A "ew Orleans, but I also phone * Maggie, and she was quite blun? in saying 
she would not help. I would be less than frank in telling you that I really Granted t> 
stay, bedsuse I considered whet might still be salvaged in Washington more im- 
portant 8nd had no reason to believe I would be listened to. And to this day, N. 0. 
has yet to tell me they will pay whet they owe me. *t is not as ^ince says they 
told him in anything they heve told me. V/hen I laft "\>o said, laughing, that I’d 
be back. I told him he could arrange it very easily, and that is he didn t, I 
wouldn’t, ^hen I did leave, he did say he thought I’d be paid. Well, since December, 
when the arrangement was m8de, know the money they have piddled away, and they 
have yet to refund the money they asked me tc spend - since then. v;hen I now 
have my insurance du® and do not have the premium, and soon must pay the interest 
on my enormous indebtedness and do not have that, rsed I tell you how little I 
could be in H e v/ Orleans living on even 19# hamburgers, with Lil spending $6.00 
a day op cabs hust going to and from work in mp absence? And chis with no reason 
to believe I’d be heard and less to believe I was wantea? I spent a night with Matt 
last time I was there and the rest of the time used Barbara’s i little girl’s bed. 

She slept with her mother. Matt had arranged a barren apt for me and would heve 
arranged the minimum furnishings, but as of then had not and I’m damned if I tfas 
going to sleep on the naked floor and not have even a boj to sit on. ^o, Gary, it 
is not as you have been told. The reason is simply that im gave the word. There 
is no o^her reason I have heard nothing, no other reasons Moo has not returned 
several calls * made. I am much too tired to engage in futilities when I cad do 
what may serve a purpose. 

Howe very Vince is correct in believing I was_ enraged about Washington, 
^erhaps more, I was'enraged about his part in it, and 1 left no doubt about this 
it- talking to him, which is probably the only reasons we did get as far as we ddd. 

I think you should also know that I phoned Moo three weeks ago and asked him to 
have whoever did certain cross-examining speak to me for five minutes first. Silence. 

In this case, the fragmentation of the critical community has nothirg to do with it. 


They also didn't want (mo there for fear - Might not be silent about some of 
the wrong things there is every treason to believe were intended, and it is 
possible that my expressed objections and absence may have had a restraining effect. 
Nor is it because they have no money. It would have cost much less then Suma 
has pissed away since then, on nothing at all, entirely unnecessarily. - 

Enough of this disagreeable, unpardonable matter. 

V/hy not ask Bernahei? He is a fine guy. Address: Dept Classics, 

«<,ueen s niversity, Kingston, Ontario, ^e is busy right now, having just returned 
to school. But wait until after finals. Keep^your school work up. 

You are quite^wrong about Vfecht. He is quite put out, and with every 
reason to be. Kowever,‘he is unchanged about the case, likes being atoused 
even less than I, not having had my long experience at it. 

Bethel is not new to me. ^nly nobody would pay sny attention. I not 
only suspected it, I got the proof. Unless 1 have a memo on it, ^ hove forgotten 
how 1 learned it. I do recall what he told members of the foreign press a year 
g&o, and that I reported it to J ~ou. 

^arry at the Arc'hves: I still regard N.O. as important, but now would 
add autopsy. Hoover: agreed. ! never did get the pages I asked for and A<i ike could 
not even find itl I tried that myself. Matter of fact, on State, some of those 
people never had the chance to check their own testimony, and the reasons are 
spurious. 


On the slides: thanks, hut while I T d like to have them, I do not 
need them. I will not be making any appearances for which Ism not paid. I go 
to deeply in hock every time I get a promise, for none are over kept and I am 
that much more out. I*d rather stay home and g9t wore written. I will, however, 
go anywhere for the normal arrangements in speeches. 

Do not worry about paying for the books, and if and when you need more, 
let me knew before you run out. 

Gotta rush to get Lil. Sorry, you have to puzzle out the typos. 


Beat, 


